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A message from Mrs Austin 

Sports day 

http://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/news-dates/latest-news
https://www.facebook.com/River-Mead-School-728064724207622/


Well the weather was remarkable willing on Monday, with enough bright sky for the morning, a 

complete downpour over lunch (thank goodness we didn't plan a picnic)! then more bright sky, 

although a bit blustery, for the afternoon. Thank you for supporting your children in their activities, 

they were all having fun whilst trying very hard to earn points for their house to win the trophy! 

NSPCC 

I am pleased to say that whilst some children were outside for sports day, those inside were 

participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. Programme. Speak out. Stay safe. is a programme 

for children aged 5-11 which aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise 

the signs of abuse, in an age appropriate manner. Children are taught to speak out if they are 

worried, either to a safe adult or Childline. This is a yearly programme that we participate in, and 

have done so for many years. 

This child friendly programme is aligned with the curriculum and consists of age appropriate virtual 

assemblies and supporting classroom based activities. The content is delivered in an engaging and 

interactive way with the help of the NSPCC mascot Buddy. If you would like to know more about the 

Speak out. Stay safe. programme visit www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout   

 

Summer Reading Challenge 2023 

This is a great opportunity to keep reading all through the summer, so sign up and join in!! 

Sign up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Sign up at Melksham Community library from 15 

July. 

What is the Summer Reading Challenge?  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in


The challenge is for 4–11-year-olds to read 6 library books over 8 weeks of the summer in return for 

various fun prizes, including a medal and certificate on completion.  

This year the challenge runs from Saturday 15 July to Saturday 9 September. There will be an initial 

registration period in the first two weeks of the challenge, where children will receive a collector’s 

folder, then after this period (from 31 July) they are invited to return to talk about the books they 

have read and start collecting their stickers. Children can also continue to register throughout the 

summer. 

It’s FREE to take part, and last year 75% of children taking part improved their reading skills over the 

holidays. 

Why should my child sign up? 

• They will be better prepared to return to school in the autumn. 

• Becoming more independent in their reading boosts children’s confidence and self-esteem. 

• The library provides free access to books and fun family activities all through the summer. 

• Library staff are on hand to offer support and book recommendations. 

Your child will be part of a UK-wide programme developed by The Reading Agency and delivered in 

partnership with the public library network. 

How can my child take part? (Library or online) 

It’s FREE to join the challenge and to take out a library membership, visit: Join the library - Wiltshire 

Council and library staff will be on hand to support reading choices. Children can also take part in the 

challenge online via the website: Summer Reading Challenge   where they can rate and review books, 

download activities, and access video content, games and quizzes. 

 

Have a good weekend and KEEP READING! 

Mrs Austin 

Transition to new classes - Meet the team! 

All of these meetings will be held in the music room (mobile classroom on the playground).  

The dates and times for these are as follows: 

Current YR  moving to Y1  - Monday 17th July at 2:45pm  

Current Y1  moving to Y2  - Friday 21st July at 8:45am 

Current Y2  moving to Y3  - Monday 17th July at 8:45am 

Current Y3  moving to Y4  - Tuesday 18th July at 2:45pm 

Current Y4 moving to Y5  - Thursday 20th July at 8:45am 

Current Y5 moving to Y6  - Friday 21st July at 2:45pm 

https://readingagency.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Flibraries-join-the-library&data=05|01|sarah.hillier%40wiltshire.gov.uk|4f9c1b1b96284ba439ad08da505273fe|5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19|0|0|637910612307583776|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=jfSiOpzRFhlckBfJDQWAXWVdQLuHviZNVmfdKuQ2D%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Flibraries-join-the-library&data=05|01|sarah.hillier%40wiltshire.gov.uk|4f9c1b1b96284ba439ad08da505273fe|5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19|0|0|637910612307583776|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=jfSiOpzRFhlckBfJDQWAXWVdQLuHviZNVmfdKuQ2D%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


If you are a Resource Base parent transition meetings will be organised and shared with you as soon 

as class structure is finalised. If you would like to come along and meet your child's mainstream 

teacher at the sessions outlines above, you are most welcome to attend. 

Attendance  - every child, every day! 

 

Attendance the last data (week 30/6/23) shows 

School overall 94.1% compared to National 91.2%   -  Keep it up every child, every day!! 

You MUST inform the school of your child's absence if you as the parent are unwell you are expected 

to find support to ensure your children are at school and on time. 

Check your Arbor App, what % is your child's attendance??? if it is below 90% you may well be 

asked to attend a meeting at school to discuss this 

Any term time holidays will be denied and any overall unauthorised absences that mean your child 

has accumulated 10 sessions will also be considered for a fine, this is a legal process and  the school 

does not receive this money 

 

Curriculum Booklets 

What is my child learning in school? 

Our children benefit from an exciting and engaging curriculum which has been developed to ensure 

that learning is irresistible for children. Follow the link below to find out more about your child's 

curriculum for the year and to see photos of their learning environment. 

https://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/learning/classes/  

https://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/learning/classes/


Notice to all parents & carers 

 

A polite reminder to all parents & carers that smoking  or vaping is prohibited on site. Please refrain 

also from smoking & vaping outside the school gates to ensure the health & safety of all. 

Please could we also ask you to consider and ensure that your clothing is appropriate when dropping 

off and collecting children, this includes tops being worn.  

We thank you for your cooperation on these matters.  

River Mead Nursery 

 



NEW Prices for Services  - from 01/09/2023  

Due to many costs rising such as energy and food we have needed to review the charges we make 

for our traded services. We have tried to keep this increase to a minimum, as we do appreciate that 

our families are also battling with all these increased costs.  

From 1st September 2023, the prices for the following services will be as follows: 

• Nursery: Half Day (3.75hrs) - £21.80. Full Day (7.5hrs) - £43.75. Nursery Breakfast  - £4.65 

• Meals: Cost per meal  - £2.70 

• Before School Club: Cost per session  - £2.55 

• After School Club to 4:15: Cost per session  - £1.75 

• Lettings: Hall (per hour, min 1.5hrs)  - £12.00. Kingfisher Court Weekdays  - £12.00. 

Kingfisher Court Weekends  - £18.00 

• Music Lessons :  £8.00 per 15 min individual lesson, or a 30 min group session 

Online Safety Advice - keeping safe over the holidays 

 

Friends of River Mead 

The friends of River mead are organising a summer fair for the 14th of July. This will run from 

3.30pm - 5.30pm.  



Please come and join us for fun and games.  

 

The FORMS Summer Fair will be taking cash and card payments (on certain stalls) this year. We are 

also trialing a QR code system enabling faster payments using your smartphone. QR codes will be on 

every stall. Therefore, if you are short of change then you can use your phone to pay. You can sign 

up for the sum up pay app beforehand and register your card (similar to Google / apple wallet) or 

you can scan on the day. More details can be found by following this 

link https://www.sumup.com/en-gb/pay/ 

 

The FORM is a small group, therefore if anyone would like to volunteer to help us with the summer 

fair we would greatly appreciate this. Any help is welcome. More details the help required will be 

added to the FORM Facebook page shortly.  

Thank you,  

Friends of River Mead  

 

https://www.sumup.com/en-gb/pay/


 

Family & Community Learning 

 



 

 



 

 



School Term & Holiday Dates 

School holidays are important to all of us! To help you plan for some family time we have put 

together the School Term & Holiday Calendar for 2022 - 2023. You can find this by clicking on the link 

below. 

https://www.themeadtrust.org/news-and-dates/term-dates/ 

 

Teacher Training Days for the next academic year 2023/2024 are: 

1st September 2023 

4th September 2023 

30th October 2023 

4th January 2024 

3rd June 2024 

PE timetable - Please see changes below 

PE Days 

On PE days children should come in wearing their PE kit to avoid changing at school. 

Badgers  - Monday  

Dormice & Frogs - Tuesday            

Herons  & Kestrels -  Wednesday     

Otters - Thursday - please remember no Logos, plain white t-shirt if you don't have a coloured one. 

Buzzards  - Thursday         

Bumble Bees (Beehive) - Monday 

Honey Bees / Busy Bees (Beehive)- Monday 

https://www.themeadtrust.org/news-and-dates/term-dates/


Dates to Remember 

 

Please see the table for our updated and confirmed dates to remember including Sports Day and our 

Lion King performance 



 



What's on  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Wiltshire Parent Carer Council - Short Breaks Bulletin: 

https://wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/en/Short_breaks_-

_Short_Breaks_Bulletin 

Cost of Living 

If you are struggling with the cost of living crisis and need some extra support, the team at Wiltshire 

Council are waiting to help however they can. Please follow this link for further information:  

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/6665/Council-tax-benefits-and-financial-support 

https://wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/en/Short_breaks_-_Short_Breaks_Bulletin
https://wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/en/Short_breaks_-_Short_Breaks_Bulletin
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/6665/Council-tax-benefits-and-financial-support
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