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A message from Mrs Austin

The last few weeks of term will continue to be very busy, please make sure you have read the dates
section, and the information about transition and '‘Meet the team' opportunities.

Teachers Strike

You will have seen in the press that there will be a further two days of teachers strike by the NEU
these will be the 5th ans 7th of July. Unless there is some movement in the governments position
prior to these dates, we anticipate that these will go atiea

On both the 5th and 7th of July due to staff striking the school will be closAd ltpupils except
those who have been invited in. You will receive and invite from the school office next week if this
applies to you.

I can only continue to thank yoorfyour support, we understand that it is inconvenient, but it is
important that our teachers are valued for the job they do for your children.

Hot Weather

The weather continues to be very warm, | have seen lots of children with their hats, sun cream and
water bottles, so thank you for making sure they are safe in this warm, sunny weather. Remember a
cloudy start to the day often means a hot day to come so don't be fooled into thinking it wont be as
warm. We do try and limit the time children are out andoabin the sun and keep them as cool as

we can indoors too.

Thank a Teacher

Thank you to the Friends of River Mead for the breakfast treats they provided for "Thank a Teacher
day"-what a lovely surprise , a lovely gesture and shared with the wider team.

Online Concerns

If you have an older child in school who has a mobile phone can you please check how they are using
it and who they might be ‘chatting' to, there have been a number of issues in recent weeks where
children have forgotten that they shoulthink before you post, be kind online and ask for help if
something makes you feel worried, upset or uncomfortable”.

There are some good resources available on a number of sites worth reatkinget Matters &
NSPCC Keeping children safe onlare just two.

For some specific advice about social medi@dvice about Social media

For our younger children remember to consider their screen time/use, while the weather is good
lots of exploring and playing outside will entertain them and they will learn lots too!

Mrs Austin

Transition to new classesMeet the team!

Children in mainstream classes will have brought home a letter today detailing which staff will be
working with them when they move to their new classes in September. Please look out for this letter
and let us know if you haven't receivéd


https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#advice
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-advice-hub/

Later this term there will be the opportunity for you to attend a brief informal meeting at either the
start or end of the day to meet your child's new teacher and find out a little more about what they
will be learning next year.

All of these meetingwill be held in the music room (mobile classroom on the playground).
The dates and times for these are as follows:

Current YR moving to Y-IMonday 17th July at 2:45pm

Current Y1 moving to Y2Friday 21st July at 8:45am

Current Y2 moving to Y3Monday 17th July at 8:45am

Current Y3 moving to Y4Tuesday 18th July at 2:45pm

Current Y4 moving to Y5Thursday 20th July at 8:45am

Current Y5 moving to YéFriday 21st July at 2:45pm

If you are a Resource Base parent transition meetings willkgp@nised and shared with you as soon
as class structure is finalised. If you would like to come along and meet your child's mainstream
teacher at the sessions outlines above, you are most welcome to attend.

Attendance - every child, every day!
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1- School overall 95.3% compared to National 94.7%
Attendance the last data (week 16/6/23) shows

School overall 95.3% compared to National 94.79%Keep it up every child, every day!!

You MUST inform the school of your child's absence if you as the parent are unwell you are expected

to find support to ensure your children are at school and on time.

Check your Arbor App, what % is your child's attendance??? if it is below 90% you may well be
asked to attend a meeting at school to discuss this



Any term time holidays will be denied and any overall unauthorised absences that mean your child
has accumulagd 10 sessions will also be considered for a fine, this is a legal process and the school
does not receive this money

Primary National Difference
94.3% 0.6%

Curriculum Booklets
What is my child learning in school?

Our children benefit from an exciting and engaging curriculum which has beetaped to ensure
that learning is irresistible for children. Follow the link below to find out more about your child's
curriculum for the year and to see photos of their learning environment.

https://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/learning/classes/

Notice to all parents & carers

NO SMOKING
NO VAPING

A polite reminder to all parents & carers that smoking or varmgohibited on site. Please refrain
also from smoking & vaping outside the school gates to ensure the health & safety of all.

Please could we also ask you to consider and ensure that your clothing is appropriate when dropping
off and collecting childrerthis includes tops being worn.

We thank you for your cooperation on these matters.


https://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/learning/classes/

Star of the Week

Otters - Archie Wild
Dormice - Kaiden Deerans
Frogs- All Frogs class
Herons- Oscar Bole
Kestrels - Delilah Holbrook
Badgers Maxi CathcarHaris
Buzzards Ruby O'Harrow
Bumble Bees- Blakey Smith

Dragonflies - Dominic McCormack

Hot Chocolate with The Senior Leadership Team
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Well Done to those children who have goiibove and beyon@his week with their attitude and
behaviour, this week the Leadership Team will be welcoming the children for their hot chocolate

These children are:

Otters - Eddie Edmunds
Dormice- Lola Brokbanks
Frogs- Arabella AntoniTurner
Herons- Jentson Ward
Kestrels- Murdoch Remington

Badgers GracieMae Plumb



Buzzards- Martha Southall

Dragonflies- Sienna Stone

Kingfisher Reading Challenge

A big well done to those children who have completied following reads:
Dormice:

5 reads- Ayaansh Doneria, Tommy Sievewright, Rowan Mustali, Zachary Perrin, Elia Duli, Kaiden
Deerans

Frogs

225 reads- Taylor Bushy
250 reads- Freddy Wild
200 reads- Oliwia
Buzzards

125 reads- Darcie Jowett

Writer of the Week

Otters - Arabella Gill
Dormice- Keira Parker
Frogs- EllaRose Pearson
Herons - Jojo Matritiro.

Kestrels - Imogen G



Badgers- Calum Wheatley
Buzzards- Roxy Mitchell
Bumble Bees Lawson Miles

Dragonflies- Adam Ottway

Mathematician of the Week
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Otters - Mason Mann
Dormice- Effie AntoniTurner
Frogs- Isabelle Rodger
Herons - Adam Shahzad
Kestrels - Gracie Wheeler
Badgers- Isabelle Thorpe
Bumble Bees Jake Burnett

Dragmflies - Dominic McCormack



Online Safety Advice

What Parents & Carers|Need|to)Kknow about

© WHATSAPP &
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Advice for Parents & Car
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¥ DELETE ACCIDENTAL
MESSAGES

Meet Our Expert -National
cinssirn | y ,&NOS“ Online
A x 2 Safety

& BWakeUpWednesday

WhatsApp is the world most popular messaging service, with around two billion users exchanging
texts, photos, videos and documents, as well as making voice and video calls-tibsestt]

encryption meas messages can only be viewed by the sender and any recipients: not even
WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy in 2021 (involving sharing data with parent
company Facebook) caused millions to leave the app, but the new policy was widelterpreted

¢ it only related to WhatsApR business features, not to personal messages. In the guide, you'll find
tips on a number of potential risks such as scams, strangers and location sharing.



What{Parentst&ICarersiNeedito;know about

t /
Advice for Pare_nts & Carem
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TURN OFF QUICK ADD r ’ CHOOSE GOOD CONNECTIONS % DISCUSS Al
ing

CHAT ABOUT CONTENT
i

Snapchat is a phot@nd videasharing app through whircusers can chat with friends via text or
audio. Images and videos can be shared with specific friends, dgtsyldocumenting the

previous 24 hours) which is visible to a per@oentire friend list. Snapchat usage rose significantly
during the locklown periods, with many young people utilising it to stay connected with their peers.
The app continues to develop features to engage an even larger audience and emulate current
trends, rivalling platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.

Friends of River Mea

The friends of River mead are organising a summer fair for the 14th of July. This will run from
3.30pm- 5.30pm.

Please come and join us for fun and games.
* NON SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY *

We are having a non school uniform day on Friday the 30th Junes®danations for the summer
fair tombola. Please bring a donation in to school. This can be a either confectionery or a bottle of
something e.qg fizzy, alcohol, shower gel, boxes of biscuits, chocolate etc.

The FORM is a small group, therefore if anyonelditike to volunteer to help us with the summer
fair we would greatly appreciate this. Any help is welcoMere details the help required will be
added to the FORM Facebook page shortly.

Thank you,

Friends of River Mead



Family & Community Learning
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We have partnered with Wiltshire Scrapstore
to bring you a fun craft activity session near
you!

Bradford-on-Avon Library
Wednesday 26th April, 11.15am - 12.15pm
Downton Library
Thursday 4th May, 10.30am - 11.30am
Amesbury Library
Thursday 11th May, 10.30am - 11.30am
Westbury Library
Tuesday 16th May, 10.30am - 11.30am
Wilton Library
Thursday 25th May, 10.30am - 11.30am
Pewsey Library
Tuesday 13th June, 10.30am - 11.30am

Warminster Library
Wednesday 21st June, 10.30am - 11.30am

Marlborough Library
Thursday 29th June, 10.30am - 11.30am

Request your place: 0800 970 4669

April to June 2023

Sensory rooms are available free of charge
in all our centres for 30 minute
appointments. Give us a call to find out

about availabil

Play and connect with us and other families
during these weekly play sessions.
‘Westbury Community Project
Mondays 1.00pm - 2.00pm
Just drop in!

Little Folly Children’s Centre, Salisbury
Mondays 10.00am - 11.00am
Just drop in!
Bulford Children's Centre, Bulford
Tuesdays 10.00am - 11.00am
Just drop in!

Sessions for children with SEND - Devizes
Children's Centre, Devizes
Tuesdays (Fortnightly) 1.30pm - 2.30pm
Please book your place
Studley Green Children's Centre,

Fridays 10.00am - 11.00am
Please book your place
Canberra Children's Centre, Melksham
Fridays 1.00pm - 2.00pm
Please book your place
Sessions for children with SEND - Windmill
Hill Children’s Centre, Tidworth
Fridays (Fortnightly) 1.30pm - 2.30pm
e book your place

Please note details may be

E ity at your nearest centre. subject to change.
mlormm;::);/u;;cn as of
Monday 19th June
Salisbury
11.30am to 2.30pm
Friday 23rd June
Are you a Parent or Carer y
Calne
ahan 10.00am to 1.00|

Early Years aged Child - L

with S
Special Needs or a Disability?

P y Tuesday 27th June
The Wiltshire Parent Carer Marlborough
Council is inviting parent carers
of early years children to join us 10.00am to 1-°°pﬂ|
for a chat over coffee and cake.

We would love to meet you and ——
hear about your current early
years experiences.
What's working well? Are there any barriers? What does  P-arent carers will be able
transition from early years into school feel like for you? to claim travel and
T ’ childcare expenses
We are working with Wiltshire Council and your feedback
will help to inform some of the specialist services for early st o
years children in Wiltshire.
Details of venues can be found on the booking form. Refreshments
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL wiibe proviced
YYou can book online
hittes:/www.survevmonkev.co.uk/fWPCC-EY-June2023
Alternatively k""‘""’ % “
Scan the QR code: Pt e Can]
o EERRE,.
Phone: 01225 764647
Email: reception@uwiltspce.co.uk

Wiltshice Council
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Five to Thrive
Helptul tips and strategies to prepare your - e Paaction s
little one for starting school. Join us for v
week programme starting:

Windmill Hill Children's Centre, Tidworth
Tuesday 1ith July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm
Devizes Children's Centre, Devizes

Wednesday 12th July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm

Little Folly Children's Centre, Salisbury
Wednesday Sth July, 10.00am - 11.00am

Online via Microsoft teams
Thursday 6th July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm

-
i 7pm-8.30pm, Wednesdays from Sth July
&

For parents and their non-mobile babies. Join
us for 4 weeks learning how to encourage
bonding and communication through touch.
indmill Hill Children's Centre, Tidworth Tidworth Library
Monday 3rd July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm Monday 3rd July, 10.30am - 11.30am
Little Folly Children’s Centre, Salisbury Devizes Library
Wednesday Sth July, 10.00am - 11.30am Tuesday 4th July, 10.00am - 11.00am
Devizes Children's Centre, Devizes Salisbury Library
Thursday 6th July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm Tuesday 4th July, 10.00am - 11.00am
Windmill Hill Children’s Centre, Tidworth Marlborough Library
Monday 3ist July, 1.30pm - 2.30pm Thursday 6th July, 10.00am - 11.00am

Information correct as of 02/06/23

‘We have even more sessions coming up across
‘Wiltshire in August and September. Dates out soon!

Please note details may be subject to change.

Play and Connect

This group is for forces and civilian families
with children of 0-5 years.
Westbury Community Project, Westbury

Mondays from 3rd July
1.00pm - 2.00pm
Studley Green Children's Centre,
Trowbridge
Fridays from 7th -21st July
10.00am - 11.00am
Canberra Children's Centre, Melksham
Fridays from 7th -2ist July
1.00pm - 2.00pm
Windmill Hill Children's Centre, Tidworth
For children with SEND Tisbury Library, Nadder Centre,
Fridays from 7th July Weaveland Road, Tisbury SP3 6HJ
1.30pm - 2.30pm Wednesday 5th July, 10.30-11.30am

Windmill Hill Children's Centre, Tidworth

Every Tuesday, 10.00am - 11.30am
Every Friday, 10.00am - 11.30am

We have partnered with Wiltshire
Scrapstore to bring you a fun craft activity
session near you!

Devizes Children's Centre, Devizes
For children with SEND
Tuesdays from Tith July

1.30pm - 2.30pm

Mere Library, Barton Lane, Mere BA12
6.
Wednesday 12th July, 10.30am-11.30am
Bradford-on-Avon Library, Bridge

Street, Bradford-on-Avon BA1S 18Y
Wednesday 19th July, 1115am-12.15pm

‘We have even more sessions coming up across
Wiltshire in August and September. Dates out soon!

Please note details may be subject to change.
Information correct as of 25/05/23

Feel confident to
help your child

July 2023 - online courses

Helping My Child with Anxiety and Worry
Friday 7 July 10:00-12:00

Helping My Child Build Concentration and Resilience
Friday 14 July 10:00 -12:00

Helping My Child Prepare Positively for Change
Friday 21 July 10:00 -12:00

Our courses are free, if you
Id n UK/EU for ¢

hildren

Kina
king

To find out more

visit workwiltshire.co.uk/events,
call 01225 770 478 or email
familyandcommunitylearning@
wiltshire.gov.uk




School Term & Holiday Dates

School holidays are important to all of us! To help you plan for some family time we have put
together the School Term & Holiday Calendar for 202@23. You can find this by clicking on the link
below.

https://www.themeadtrust.org/newsand-dates/term-dates/

Teacher Training Days for the next academic year 2023/2024 are:
1st September 2023

4th September 2023

30th October 2023

4th January 2024

3rd June 2024

PE timetable- Please see changes below

PE Days

On PE days children should come in wearing their PE kit to avoid changing at school.
Badgers- Monday

Dormice & FrogsTuesday

Herons & Kestrels Wednesday

Otters- Thursday please remember no Logos, plain whitshirt if you don't have a coloured one.
Buzzards- Thursday

Bumble Bees (BeehiveMonday

Honey Bees / Busy Bees (Beehilddnday


https://www.themeadtrust.org/news-and-dates/term-dates/

Dates to Remember
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Dates tOF
the Digey-

Please see the table for our updated and confirmed dateemember including Sports Day and our
Lion King performance

Monday 19" June | Y2 Trip to Hengistbury head
Tuesday 20" June | Y3 Trip to Roman Baths
Wednesday (21" June | New intake (Year R in September) parents information meeting 6:30-7:30pm

Monday 26 June | Year 6 Geography field trip - local area

Tuesday 27" June | Year 5 Geography field trip - local area

Tuesday 27" June | Y6 Melksham Oak transition day

Tuesday 27" June | Mew intake (Year R in September) visits:

Group A 9:30-10:30

Group B 11:00 - 12:00

Wednesday |28 June | Year 5/6 - World War 2 Enrichment Day

Thursday  |29" June | Y5 Melksham Oak taster day (parents to arrange child to meet River Mead

staff at Melksham Oak
Monday 37 July Sports Day (if raining, back up day - 17*" July) timings tbe
Tuesday 4t July New intake (Year R in September) visits:

Group A 9:30-10:30

Group B 11:00 - 12:00

Wednesday |5 July Abbyfield Year 5 taster day (transport provided - leave River Mead 9am)
Wednesday |5* July Life Bus visiting - PSHE

Thursday |6 July
Friday 7" July
Monday 10" July | Transition morning with new teachers/TAs (not RB)

Wednesday [12% July | New intake (Year R in September) visits:

All children 9:30-11:30

Wednesday |12* July | Y6 Abbyfield transition day

Wednesday [12* July | ¥5 Sheldon taster day (parents to book places for child to attend)

Thursday  [13% July [ ¥4 field work - walk to library
Friday 14" July | Summer Fair 3:30-5:30pm

Parents/carers - meet your child’s new teacher (Music Studio)
Monday 17 July | 8:45-9:15 Mrs Udakis (year 2 to Year 3)

-3:15 Miss Coates (Year R to Year 1)

-3:15 Mrs Boddington (Miss Veitch) (Year 3 to Year 4)

-9:15 Mrs Sones (Year 4 to Year 5)

-9:15 Miss Bartlett (Year 1 to Year 2)

2:45-2:15 Miss Woods

Tuesday 18" July | Transition Day with new teachers/TA (not RB)

Wednesday [19™ July | Lion King dress rehearsal to EY/KS1 2pm

Wednesday [19" July | Mew intake (vear R in September) teddy bears picnic 3:45-4:30pm

Tuesday 18 July
Thursday 207 July
Friday 21° July

Thursday 20" July | Lion King performance to KS2 & parents (siblings under 5 years) 2pm
Thursday ~ |[20” July | Lien King Performance (no children under 5 years) 6:30pm

Monday 24" July | Year 6 Leavers Assembly - 3:00am parents welcome

Monday 24 July | Year 6 water fight and end of year celebration 3:30-5:00pm




What's on



