
Inspiration/Themes:   

Dark and Light 

 

Curriculum Drivers:  

This term we will have a science focus and will explore and investigate light and dark. The topic will be introduced by reading the story, ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s 

lunch’ and exploring the importance of light, colours and patterns used to warn people of danger. We will later build on this idea to create signs and posters to warn 

children/ parents and carers of the dangers in the car park.  We will identify common appliances that run on electricity and learn how to construct electrical circuits. 

We will learn how switches can be used to break and connect circuits. We will build our own lighthouses and apply our understanding of electrical circuits to add 

lights. We will explore why people might be afraid of the dark through our reading of the book ‘The Dark’ by Lemony Snicket.. We will explore how shadows are made 

using a variety of light sources and create our own shadow puppets to retell ‘The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch.’    

Core texts/artefact/film       Provocation -Inspire, Immerse Role-play 

Sensory Learning experiences 
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Super Starter 

Use Talk4writing techniques to learn, 

rehearse, retell and innovate the Story  

‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ work on class 

art projects to design own stone and class 

lighthouses leading onto creating electrical 

circuits to light bulbs.  

 

Trip to Westonbirt Arboretum  

(Friday 15th November 2019) to explore the 

autumn colour and investigate how lights, 

coloured filters are used to create magical 

effects in the trees.  

 

Marvellous Middle 

Trip to Lacock Whitehall Garden Centre to 

explore how light is used in our Christmas 

celebrations. 

 

Celebration 

Invite parents/ carers to join us to make 

Christmas lanterns. 

Our role play/ sensory areas will change to suit the theme in the stories that we read and also the children’s 

interests. We will create, with support from the children:  

 

A dark space/ basement:  

The dark space will be designed and made by the children. It will contain light sources, filters and objects to explore 

light and shadow.   

 

Key vocabulary 

Nouns: light, dark, torch, lamp, bright, shadow, filter, electricity, battery, reflection, pitch black, battery 

Verbs: shining, twinkling, projecting, connecting 

Adjectives: colourful, bright, brighter, brightest, dim, shiny, shadowy 

 

Key questions  

Where does light come from?  

Why is it dark at night? 

What can we use to help us see in the dark? 

How and why are shadows formed? 

How can we make a bulb light up? 

How can lights keep us safe in the environment? 

 

Sensory Learning Experiences 

The children will be provided with many opporutnities to engage in sensory experiences that will:  

-Be engaging and fulfil hypo/hypersensitivity needs.  

-Explore a variety of light sources, filters and mirrors. Explore reflective materials such as luminous paint  

-Provoke and encourage communication that will support the sharing of experiences. 
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English Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  

- To encourage the children to explore a range of texts 

and develop their interest in books and reading.  

- To enjoy listening to stories and by focusing attention 

and handling books with interest.  

- To repeat words or phrases from familiar stories. 

- Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by their experiences of books.  

- Show interest in illustrations and print in books and in 

the environment.  

- To use Talk4writing techniques to recite and retell 

stories. 

- To start to innovate own ideas based on a well-known 

story.  

Key Skills: 

 Children will learn to:  

- Respond to texts by answering questions such as where 

is this? What is this? Who is this? What is he/she 

doing? Why do you think he she did? 

- Remember and use a variety of key words linked to the 

story.  

- Talk about events in a story and use them to create their 

own versions of a well-known story 

- Make predictions about what will happen next.  

- Take information from a text and understand that this 

information has meaning.  

- To know that books are a source of information and can 

be used to find out about topics of interest.  

Phonics 

In addition, children will be following daily focused learning 

programmes to develop basic reading and writing skills linked to 

individual targets. This includes daily Read Write Inc. sessions 

and/or Attention Autism sessions.  

Outcome of learning:  

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Count with increasing confidence and recognise 

the numerals 1-5. Then moving on to numbers up to 

20  

- Identify how many objects there are in a group 

of up to 5. Know that last number counted 

represents how many there are. 

- Recognise numerals 1,2, and 3 and match to 

amounts. Count with 1:1 correspondence 

-  

- Identify how many objects there are in a group 

of up to 10. Know that last number counted 

represents how many there are. 

- Recognise numerals to 10 and match to amounts. 

Count with 1:1 correspondence 

- read and write numbers in numerals from 0 to 9/ 

0-20 consistently 

- recognise the place value of each digit in two/ 

three/ four-digit numbers  

- compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use 

<, > and = signs 

- compare and order numbers up to 1000 

- to know number bonds to 5/10/20/100  

 

 

In addition, children will be following daily focused learning 

programmes to develop basic maths skills linked to individual 

targets 

Outcome of learning: 

To develop social communication and interaction skills to enable children to ask for 

help, indicate needs and identify and describe emotions.  

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Understand and use who, what, where and why questions 

- Develop understanding of simple concepts e.g. light dark, shadow, bright, 

dim, connect, attach,   

- Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or 

discussion.  

- To use different types of everyday words (nouns, verbs and adjectives) 

- Begin to ask simple questions.  

- Begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts e.g. ‘and, ‘because’ 

- Recall and relive past experiences. 

- how to greet someone appropriately focusing on their tone, language, 

proximity and facial expression 

- Use a wider range of vocabulary which is encouraged, modelled and 

supported by adults in all activities.  

- Use visual support cards effectively to make needs known in their 

preferred way of communication  

 

  

 

 

In addition, children will follow individual Speech and language programmes advised 

by Speech and language therapists (where appropriate) and participate in a range 

of activities to support the development of social communication and interaction 

skills.  

Understanding of the world /Science 

 
Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional development  

 Outcome of learning: 

Children will be able to: 

- recognise that they need light in order to see 

things and that dark is the absence of light 

- notice that light is reflected from surfaces 

- recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to protect 

their eyes 

Outcome of learning:  

- hold pen/pencil using hand grasp or tripod grip when making 

marks.  

- Make connections between their movement with a pencil 

and the marks on the paper.  

- use a range of independent movements in play like throwing, 

releasing, banging, dropping.  

-To have experienced a variety of physical activities to 

develop core strength and balance. To understand where 

Outcome of learning:  

-To take part in imaginative role-

play with adult support where 

necessary.   

- Be exploratory when creating a 

piece of art by using different 

tools, colours and textures.   

- to understand how to join 

construction pieces together to 

build and balance objects. 

Outcome of learning: 

-Take part and play game games with and alongside 

others.  

-build relationships with special people  

- Explore new situations and interact with others with 

greater independence. 

-show awareness of self as an individual by expressing 

likes, dislikes and opinions 



Thank you all for your continued support 

- recognise that shadows are formed when the 

light from a light source is blocked by an 

opaque object 

- find patterns in the way that the size of 

shadows change 

- identify common appliances that run on 

electricity 

- construct a simple electrical circuit, 

identifying and naming its basic parts, 

including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and 

buzzers 

- recognise that a switch opens and closes a 

circuit to turn a bulb on and off.  

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- construct simple series circuits, trying different 

components, e.g. bulbs, buzzers and switches and use 

their circuits to create simple devices such as a 

lighthouse light.  

- work scientifically to observe patterns e.g. what 

happens to bulbs if more cells added or taken away. 

- explain what happens when light reflects off a mirror 

or other reflective surface and understand why it is 

important to protect their eyes form bright lights.  

- look for and measure shadows and be able to explain 

how they are formed and why they change when the 

light source moves.  

 

their body is in space and be able to control movements to 

enable them to land safely. 

  - To take part in Yoga to support emotional regulation and 

reduce anxieties. 

- To change for PE with increasing independence and take 

responsibility for keeping their belongings safe. E.g. put 

clothes in PE bags and return to pegs.  

-To respond to commands such as stop, get ready, go, wait 

and play games that require the children to follow these 

instructions.   

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- use basic movements like grasping, releasing, throwing, 

running, jumping, throwing and catching.  

- use the correct tool to interact with different material for 

example a paint brush and paint.  

- make links to the movements they make with their hand 

and what is produced on their paper for example circles and 

lines.   

- Negotiate space successfully when playing racing and 

chasing games with other children, adjusting speed or 

changing direction to avoid obstacles.   

 

 

 

 

Where appropriate, children will be encouraged to join their 

mainstream classes for PE sessions.  

-to use tools purposefully and 

safely. 

- to manipulate materials to 

achieve a planned effect. 

- to constructs with a purpose in 

mind, using a variety of resources. 

 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

-explore a variety of media and 

materials to create a specific 

outcome e.g. construct a variety of 

lighthouses 

- Use available resources to create 

props to support role play.  

- Experiment to create different 

textures, patterns, colours and 

shapes.  

- Select tools and techniques 

needed to shape, assemble, and 

join materials they are using.  

- use the selected tools and 

techniques with a purpose to 

achieve their planned outcome.  

-To understand the concept of now, next, wait and turn 

taking. These skills will also be supported with visual 

prompts.  

- To understand how our actions can impact on how 

others feel.  

-To try new foods textures and tastes and show an 

understanding that good eating, sleeping, and hygiene 

contribute to good health.  

-Develop our skills of initiating games and including 

others. 

- Recognise different feelings in themselves and 

others with visual support.   

- To notice our own voice and begin to use our tone of 

voice to communicate how we feel.  

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Share, take turns, wait, anticipate, negotiate, 

choose, initiate, to be able to win and lose. by 

participating in a variety of adult and child led 

games and activities that encourage these skills  

- Understand a range of emotions (both in 

themselves and others) and be able to express 

them appropriately 

- That own voice and actions can impact on others.  

- try a variety of new foods and develop an 

understanding of what constitutes a healthy diet.   

Home School Links 

Weekly Home Learning:  

Please keep reading to your child.  It’s really important that they experience the rich language of story books that they are not able to read themselves yet.  Please find 5 minutes a day to listen to your child read a 

few pages of their reading book, practise their key words and letter sounds, counting and number skills.  

Home learning will be set for the term ahead and children can work through this with you, at their own pace.  

PE:  

Children will participate in sensory circuits on Friday mornings so PE kit (T shirts, shorts and daps or trainers need to be kept in school). The children will also need a spare change of clothes in school at all times due 

to messy play.  

Enhanced curricular activities  

Please ensure that children have long trousers and boots for horse riding on Mondays and swimming kit will continue to be required on Tuesdays.  

 

Please ensure that all uniform is named so that we can ensure everyone has the right jumper, PE kit etc.   

Please come and speak to us if you have any questions or concerns as our door is always open. Where possible, it is always much easier for us to find time to talk at the end of the day. 


