
Inspiration/Themes:   

 

Ancient Egypt 

 

 

Curriculum Drivers: 

In term 1 we will start by welcoming the children back to their classes and establishing rules and routines to help them settle 

back into school after the summer holiday and manage some changes which are inevitable at the start of a new school year.  We 

will then move onto our Ancient Egypt topic which will take us on a journey back in time and overseas to the banks of the River 

Nile to meet the people and animals who lived there. We will learn about Pharaohs, pyramids, food, mummies and Egyptian gods. 

We will design and make Egyptian masks and jewellery, try our hands at Egyptian wall paintings, use nets to create pyramids and 

explore how such heavy weights were moved during the construction of the pyramids.  

We will celebrate our learning by having an Egyptian day where we will dress as ancient Egyptians and prepare and enjoy an 

Egyptian banquet.  

Core texts/artefact/film       Provocation -Inspire, 

Immerse 

Role-play 

Sensory Learning experiences   
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Super Starter 

 

Create One page profiles 

pictures and files with the 

children for a start of 

term display 

 

 

 

 

 

Marvellous Middle 

 

Design and make Egyptian 

masks and jewellery  

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration 

 

Spend a day as an ancient 

Egyptian preparing and 

participating in an 

Egyptian banquet.  

 

 

 

Pyramid building site 

 

Key questions 

What shape is a pyramid?  

How did the Egyptians move the heavy stones used to build pyramids? 

How can we move heavy weights?  

Why did the Egyptians build pyramids?  

 

 
Key vocabulary 

 

Nouns:  

pyramid, Egyptians, Pharaoh, Egyptian gods, mummy, River Nile, Statues, temples, Red land, Black Land, Sphinx,                             

desert,  tomb, banquet 

                                         

Verbs:  

building, pulling, lifting, pushing 

 

Adjectives: huge, tall, golden, rich, poor, smooth, heavy 

 

Sensory Learning Experiences 

 

The children will be provided with many opporutnities to engage in sensory experiences that will:  

-Be engaging and fulfil hypo/hypersensitivity needs.  

-Explore a variety of substances with different textures, smells, colours, sounds and tastes. E.g.  gloop, ice, jelly, 

rice, shaving foam, snow 

  

-Provoke and encourage communication that will support the sharing of experiences and develop vocabulary.  
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‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ 

By Shirley Climo  

‘See inside Ancient Egypt’ 

By Rob Lloyd Jones  

‘The Story of Tutankhamun’ 

By Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

 

By Rob Lloyd Jones  ‘Ancient Egypt’ 

By Dr Angela McDonald  



English Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  

Through exploring a range of texts children to continue to develop their interest 

in books and reading.  

To be able to join in with repeated refrains and anticipating key events.  

Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 

experiences of books.  

Describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 

To use Talk4writing techniques to recite and remember parts of a story/text. 

To order events in a story and begin to make inferences about why characters 

might behave in the way they do. 

Know that information can be retrieved from books and start to use non- fiction 

books to find facts.  

 

Key Skills: 

 

 Children will learn to:  

- Respond to texts by answering questions such as where is this? What is 

this? Who is this? What is he/she doing? Why do you think he she did? 

- Recognise and use features of simple sentence writing including capital 

letters, question marks, exclamation marks, spaces between words and 

full stops.  

- Give (and follow) clear instructions and understand the need for 

sequencing.  

- Compose/ write simple sentences to describe a scene, character or 

event using features above.  

- Form letters / numbers accurately and begin to use guidelines and 

squared paper to organise writing on a page.  

- Make predictions about what will happen next, share information found 

in books and ask questions.   

- Find information in books using an index, locating information in 

pictures, looking at front book covers for clues about its contents 

 

Phonics/ whole word recognition and spelling 

In addition, children will be following daily focused learning programmes to develop 

basic reading and writing skills linked to individual targets. This includes daily Read 

Write Inc. sessions with mainstream children and incorporated into their 

Attention autism sessions.  

Outcome of learning:  

To sing songs and rhymes linked to numbers in order to show a response to counting and 

understand the order of numbers.  

To begin to make comparisons between quantities, heights and lengths.  

To use language of preposition e.g. over, under, up, opposite, following, towards, before, 

after, near, far, among. 

To show an interest in solving number problems.  

To show interest in measuring and comparing height and distances.  

To order and sequence familiar events especially linked to our stories and topic.  

To name and recognise a variety of 2D and 3D shapes and identify some features e.g. sides, 

faces, corners 

To sort shapes to a given criteria. 

To design and make 3D shapes using nets 

To know that the Egyptians had their own number system based on heiroglyphs 

 

Key Skills:  

 

Children will learn to:  

- Use language related to size and order objects by height and length. 

- Use language relating to preposition by listening to the instruction then 

following.  

- Begin to talk about the properties of shape e.g. how many sides, vertices, 

corners and faces they have  

- To recognise symmetry in 2 and 3 D shapes.  

- To measure areas heights, lengths and widths with a range of different 

apparatus for example trundle wheels, metre sticks and a variety of non-

standard measures.  

- To start to have an understanding of time and sequence daily routines.  

- Be able to represent numbers in symbols 

-  

In addition, children will be following daily focused learning programmes to develop basic 

maths skills linked to individual targets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outcome of learning: 

To develop social communication and interaction skills to 

enable children to ask for help, indicate needs and identify 

and describe emotions.  

Key Skills:  

Children will:  

- Develop understanding of terms who, what, where 

when and why and use them to ask questions 

- Develop understanding of simple concepts e.g. old, 

new, before and after, young, old, now and next. 

Tomorrow and yesterday  

- Learn to listen and respond to ideas expressed by 

others in conversation or discussion and 

understand the need to take turns in conversation.  

- Begin to use more complex sentences to link 

thoughts e.g. ‘and, ‘because’, ‘next’ 

- Recall and relive past experiences. 

- greet someone appropriately focusing on their 

tone, language, proximity and facial expression 

- Use a wider range of vocabulary which is 

encouraged, modelled and supported by adults in 

all activities.  

- Use visual support cards effectively to make needs 

known in their preferred way of communication  

 

ATTENTION AUTISM. 

Some children will participate in Attention Autism sessions 

which is an intervention designed by Gina Davies who is a 

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist. It aims to develop 

natural and spontaneous communication through visually based 

and highly motivating activities. The intervention has four 

stages which begin with the children learning to focus their 

attention for a short period of time with an end goal of the 

children being able to focus their attention for longer periods 

of time and transition to different areas of the classroom 

and still remain focused on the task set.  

 

In addition, children will be working on specific speech and 

language targets set by the Speech and Language therapist 
both in class and on a one to one basis throughout the week.   

Understanding of the world 

/Science/Geog/ RE 

 

Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional development  

 Outcome of learning: 

- For some children to take part in weekly Forest 

School sessions.  

- to develop understanding of different climates, 

geographical features in different parts of the world 

and find places on maps. 

- develop awareness of giving and receiving directions 

and associated vocabulary.  

Outcome of learning:  

-To have experienced a variety of physical 

activities including sensory circuits. 

- To take part in Yoga to help regulate emotions 

and reduce anxieties. 

- To move with increased confidence. 

- To change for PE with increasing independence. 

Outcome of learning:  

-To take part in imaginative role-play with adult support where 

necessary.  

-design and build their own props for imaginative play that link to 

our stories and topic.  

-to understand how different clothes and jewellery were worn by 

Egyptians and why 

Outcome of learning: 

To understand why it is important to take turns and share in a 

variety of settings  

-To understand the concepts of now, next, wait and finished. 

These skills will also be supported with visual prompts.  

- To be able to recognise different feelings and emotions in 

themselves and others and start to understand how we might 



 

- to understand how people lived in the past and how 

their environment affected their way of life 

- to be able to identify animals that lived on the banks 

of the Nile  

- to be able to identify features on a map of Egypt 

and follow the course of the River Nile 

- To understand how the flooding of the Nile affected 

farming and the food the Egyptians  ate. 

To know about Egyptian gods and why they were 

important to Egyptians  

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Notice prominent features of an environment.  

-Comment and ask questions about other cultures and 

beliefs  

- communicate ways things may have changed over 

time.  

- Talk about things that have happened in the past or 

present linked to the way people live.   

- identify features that might have changed and 

explain why.  

- To find features on a map and draw their own maps 

- To use geographical vocabulary to describe places 

like the desert and the banks of the Nile 

- be able to explain why animals are suited to their 

environment 

- to understand why the pyramids were built, and to 

be able to explain where and how.  

 

-To respond to commands such as stop, get ready, 

go, wait and play games that require the children 

to follow these instructions.  

-Participate in physical activities led by a sports 

therapist.  

- To participate in weekly swimming lessons to 

develop water confidence and safety 

- To participate in weekly horse riding lessons to 

develop confidence, balance, listening skills 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- use basic movements like running, jumping, 

throwing and catching and begin to coordinate this 

appropriately.  

- participate in team games and show good 

sportsmanship.  

-Be able to track and receive a ball.  

-Move freely and in different ways with pleasure 

and confidence such as walking, running, jumping 

and skipping.  

- Negotiate space successfully when playing racing 

and chasing games with other children, adjusting 

speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles.   

 

 

 

 

 

Where appropriate, children will be encouraged to 

join their mainstream classes for PE sessions.  

-Experiments with blocks, colours and marks to make natural art.  

- Create simple representations of plants, people, story characters 

or objects linked to our topic.   

- look at artefacts and books to gather ideas for making and 

designing their own jewellery, Masks and clothes 

- Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

- To look at examples of Egyptian wall art and imitate the style 

using natural paints or colourings  

- To explore how dyes and paints were made in Egyptian times and 

experiment with their own 

- To learn about the mummification process and make their own 

mummies 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn :  

- how to mix colours from natural substances and understand which 

plants and foods could be used to make particular dyes and paints.  

-  carry out their own research and create own designs and chose 

the materials they need. 

- to be able to create their own repeated patterns and symmetry 

when designing Egyptian jewellery and Masks. 

- to be able to explain the sequence of events in the process of 

mummification. 

 

need to respond to certain situations.   

- To start to understand how our actions might impact on 

others and why.  

- To try new foods textures and tastes and show an 

understanding that good eating, sleeping, and hygiene 

contribute to good health.  

-To Use language jigs and social stories to help them 

understand and accept new social situations and sequences of 

events. 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Share, take turns, wait, anticipate, negotiate, choose, 

initiate, to be able to win and lose. by participating in a 

variety of adult and child led games and activities that 

encourage these skills  

- Understand a range of emotions and be able to show them 

using different facial expressions such as pleasure, fear 

and excitement.   

- Be more confident to try a variety of new foods and 

develop an understanding of what food is better to eat.  

- To try foods from other countries and describe 

similarities, differences and own personal preferences.  

 

Home School Links Play  
Weekly Home Learning:  

Home learning will now be sent home on a termly basis in line with mainstream classes. It will consist of topic based 

projects that you can that you can engage in with your children. There are no time constraints as to when or if you chose 

to complete tasks with your children but they may need your support   

 

In addition please keep reading to your chil.d.  It’s really important that they experience the rich language of story books 

that they are not able to read themselves yet.  Please find 5 minutes a day to listen to your child read a few pages of 

their reading book, practise their key words and letter sounds, counting and number skills.  

 

 

PE: Children will participate in PE sessions including sensory circuits on so PE kit (T shirts, shorts and daps or trainers 

need to be kept in school) Swimming will continue on Tuesday afternoons and they will also participate in riding lessons on 

Monday afternoons. Please ensure that your children have LONG trousers, wellies and waterproofs if wet for riding.  

Please note that some children will also participate in PE lessons with their mainstream classes so will need PE kit in 

school for that. Please could they all have PE kit in school on Monday morning ready for the week ahead? 

Please ensure that all uniform is named so that we can ensure everyone has the right jumper, PE kit etc.   

Please come and speak to us if you have any questions or concerns as our door is always open. Where possible, it is always 

much easier for us to find time to talk at the end of the day. 

The children will interact in a range of different play scenarios purposely set up. This will include activities such as parachute games, 

drama games, acting out stories, role play linked to topic 

 

Key Skills:  

The children will learn:  

- How to gain the attention of another adult or child in an appropriate manner.  

- Engage with another person to share and receive information  

- ways of communicating politely with others.  

- to reflect on key memories of the day with regards to their learning and begin to share with other children and adults. 

- Sharing 

- Turn taking 

- Managing feelings   
 

Thank you all for your continued support. 
 


