
 
 

Curriculum Information  
 

Term: Summer Term 5  Class/Year Group: Year 5 
 

Inspiration/Theme:  How can our mind-set 
make things possible? 

Curriculum Driver: English  Outcome of learning: A newspaper article based up Varjak Paw and innovation of a dream 
sequence. 

Core texts Provocations Display outcomes Topic specific speaking frames 

 
 
Varjak Paw  
by  
S F Said 
 
 
   

 
 
Poem:  
Macavity – The Mystery Cat – 
T S Eliot 

Hook 
Varjak Paw text and drama 
 
 
Trips/Visitors/Marvellous 
Middle 
Reporter from local 
newspaper. 
 
 
 
Celebration/Fabulous 
Finish 
 Share newspaper reports 
with Year 4. 

Graffiti background for 
newspaper articles. 
 
Illustrated dream sequences. 
 
. 
 
 

The language of evaluation: 
This is supported by the fact that… 
In my opinion….furthermore…….However   
Possible improvements may include…… 
My view is that……  
The language of opinion: 
Therefore / In my opinion / I believe  
It is my opinion that………….however others may/might 
believe… 
The language of Mathematical reasoning: 
I like this method because… 
I know that…. therefore I know that… 
The answer is correct/incorrect because… 
I agree/disagree because…. 
I worked systematically and realised that…. 

Topic Table/Display Book corner Home Learning 
Key questions 

 How can our mindset make 
anything possible?  

 Does positive thinking have a 
positive impact?  

 If we have negative thoughts, 
what is the impact?  

 
Key images/artefacts 
Positive quotes, images of 
healthy lifestyles 
 
Key vocabulary 
Positive, thoughts, mindset, 
attitude, brain, endorphins  

Key questions 
 Who is Varjak? 
 Can you summarise the book in 

two 
paragraphs? 
 What is the moral of the story? 
 Would you leave the house? 
 How would you describe Varjak? 
Key images/artefacts 
Book cover, artwork from the book, 
photo of the author  
Key vocabulary 
Mesopotamian, dreams, moral, 
powers, tension, shimmer, cackle, 
vile, aggressive, resilient. 

Weekly Home Learning:  
Please support your child with their home learning.  Home learning is set on Monday to be returned by the 
following Monday. 
Practise reading and spelling the key vocabulary that you will be using this term (Do you know what these 
words mean?). This will help you with your writing. 
Sustain reading your book for at least 15 minutes every day. Don’t forget to record your reading in your 
Reading Record. 
 
Super Six: 
Research the Mesopotamia civilisation (where it was, culture, religion, jobs, clothes, food etc). 
Research the river Tigris (can you track its journey and label the key areas as it develops).  
Create a poster explaining different ways we can keep ourselves safe whilst online.  
Share and explain where you have used a positive mind-set to overcome a fear/something difficult.  
Create your own graffiti style art top illustrate a dream setting.  
Write a non-chronological report on a pedigree cat. 
 
 

 



 

English Maths Science PE 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will be immersed into the exhilarating story of 
Varjak Paw and will use their understanding to put 
themselves into the position of characters in the book. 
They will use their writing skills to give advice to 
characters and will compose their own narrative 
dreams. They will explore newspapers and report on an 
unsolved mystery in the book. Alongside this learning, 
children will be part of our theatre company to rehearse 
and prepare for their performance. 
 
Key Learning: 
 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on 

reading and research where necessary  
 consider how authors have developed characters 

and settings in what pupils have read, listened to 
or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how it can change and enhance 
meaning  

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing  

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning  

 consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing 

 
Reading key learning: 
 Discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s imagination. 
 Identify themes and conventions across books they 

have read.  
 Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, 

thoughts, emotions and actions.  
 Ask questions to improve their understanding, 

identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning.  

 
Vocabulary:  
direct, indirect speech, formal tone, witness statement, 
fact, opinion 
 
 
 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
They will explore angles and solve problems involving 
angles and investigating angles inside regular 
polygons.  They will then explore position and 
movement. Children will also learn to convert units of 
measurement.  
 
Key Learning: 
 Know types of angles  
 Measure angles  
 Investigate angles on a line and about a point  
 Draw angles 
 Investigate angles in quadrilaterals   
 Naming and plotting points on a grid 
 Translation of a shape 
 Looking at and describing reflections across a 

mirror line 
 Convert between units of length (metric and 

imperial) 
 

Vocabulary:  
acute, obtuse, reflex, right angle, protractor, degrees, 
quadrilateral, polygon, position, translation, direction, 
reflection, grid, plotting, metric, imperial, kilometre, 
metre, centimetre, millimetre 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
The children will use their 
understanding of working scientifically 
to plan, record and present their 
results of an investigation based upon 
their learning on of forces.  
 
Key Learning: 
 Identify the effects of air resistance 

and friction that act between moving 
surfaces 

 Recognise that some mechanisms 
including levers and pulleys allow a 
smaller force to have a greater effect 
 

Vocabulary: 
resistance, surface, friction, force, 
reaction, equal, gravity, pulley, lever  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will combine, agility, 
coordination and team working 
skills accurately through athletics  
 
Key Learning:  
 Jump, throw, run and use 

equipment 
 Select and perform 

appropriately in response to 
the sporting situation 

 Competing 
 Stay calm and control my 

emotions during and after 
competing 
 

Vocabulary: 
team member, opponent, solo, 
accuracy, personal best, penalty, 
foul  
 
 
 

Music 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will be learning the skills of dynamics, rhythm and tempo through samba 
drumming 
Key Learning: 

 Learn the different hand positions to create a variety of sounds. 

 Respond to the signals played by the ‘lead’ drummer. 

 Perform successfully as a class orchestra keeping in time with other players. 

 Compose simple repeated patterns. 
 
Vocabulary: 
orchestra, drum, beat, rhythm, South America, continent, performance, evaluate, 
call and response, lead drummer, palm  

 



 

Geography Computing DT RE 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will locate and identify rivers 
around the United Kingdom and have an 
understanding how they change over time.  
 
Key Learning: 
 Know and label parts of a river  
 Understand how a river forms and 

changes over time 
 Understand how an oxbow lake is formed  
 

Vocabulary: 
mouth, tributary, meander, delta, source, 
floodplain, oxbow Lake, confluence 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will send their published newspaper 
article about ‘The Vanishings’ to their editor. 
They will also program their digital board 
games. 
 
Key Learning: 
 Use technology safely, respectfully and 

responsibly 
 Recognise acceptable/unacceptable 

behaviour online 
 Understand computer networks and the 

opportunities they offer for communication. 
 

Vocabulary: 
internet, video calling, email, blogging, 
newsletter, instant messaging, posting, stream 
 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will design and make a digital board 
game connected to a MakeyMakey kit, driving 
a Scratch program. 
 
Key Learning: 
 Develop a simple design specification to 

guide their thinking 
 Accurately assemble, join and combine 

materials and components 
 Test and evaluate ideas and products 

against the design criteria and consider 
options about how to improve our work 

 
Vocabulary: 
design, criteria, circuit, current, flow 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Through the study of Humanism, children will 
see how Humanists live out their beliefs in 
their everyday lives. 
 
Key Learning: 

 Be familiar with the term ‘agnostic’ and its 
two related meanings 

 Be able to say why Humanism is a life 
stance but not a religion. 

 Know how secular Humanists regard life 
and death. 

 Know how Humanists might celebrate 
marriage or conduct an event to mark the 
death of someone close to them. 
 

Vocabulary: 
Atheist, Agnostic, Humanist, ceremony 
 

PSHE MFL Art History   

Outcome of learning: 
Children will explore healthy lifestyle, 
looking how to manage physical health to 
promote wellbeing.  
 
 
 
Key Learning: 
 Know that alcohol is a drug  
 Describe the effects drugs can have on 

the body  
 Understand that drugs can be legal and 

illegal  
 Drugs can be taken medically 

 
Vocabulary: 
drugs, alcohol, caffeine, nicotine, legal, illegal  
 
 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children take part in interactive activities 
including games, songs and conversations to 
rehearse new vocabulary and use knowledge 
of French verbs to orally rehearse sentences. 
They will also be using completing French 
calculations. 
 
Key Learning: 
 Describe the weather 
 Learn vocabulary to discuss hobbies 
 Learn vocabulary to discuss pets 
 Explore French poetry 
 Explore parts of the of the verb ‘être’ 
 Learn numbers up to 31 
 
Vocabulary: 
Quel est ton hobby? écouter de la musique, 
regarder la télévision, faire le jardinage, un 
chat, un chien, un lapin, Quel animal voudrais-
tu? 
 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Children will design and create a piece of 
graffiti artwork inspired by the book Varjak 
Paw.  
 
Key Learning: 
 Use the work of artists to inspire ideas.  
 Use our skills and imagination to develop 

a piece of graffiti art.  
 Explore different materials including 

pencil, chalk and paint. 
 
Vocabulary: 
graffiti, colour, complimentary, contrasting, 
vibrant, evaluate  
 

Continuation of previous learning about 
ancient civilisations (Egypt and Mesopotamia) 
via class text. 

 


