
Inspiration/Themes:   

Winter Wonderland  

 

Curriculum Drivers:  

Variety of picture books linked to our visit to Westonbirt, winter, weather and Christmas.  Visit to Whitehall Garden Centre  

RB 2 Key Text:  The lion, the witch and the wardrobe 

Core texts/artefact/film       Provocation -Inspire, Immerse Role-play 

Sensory Learning experiences  

Beehive 1  

 

Leaf Man by Lois Elhert   

 

 

The Gingerbread Man by Ladybird First Favourite 

Tale.  

 

 

Little Robin Red Vest by Jan Fearnley  

 

 

One Snowy Night (A Tale from Percy's Park) by Nick 

Butterworth.    
 

.  

 

Super Starter 

Trip to Westonbirt Arboretum to look 

at the autumn colours and experience a 

woodland and tree top walk.  

 

Trips/Visitors/Marvellous Middle 

Trip to Lacock Whitehall Garden 

Centre to see the Winter Wonderland. 

 

 

Celebration 

Invite the parents in for a Christmas 

celebration of learning and to join us 

for Christmas art / cooking activities.  

Our role play/ sensory areas will change to suit the theme in the stories that we read. We will create, with support 

from the children:  

 

Beehive 1 

Percy’s Shed:  

The shed will be designed and made by the children. It will contain soft animal toys, torches and blankets to mimic the 

shed in the story. We will use this area to tell stories and write our own bedtime stories that will comfort the animals.  

 

There will also be tools available and junk modelling so the children can create and experiment with different 

materials and textures with a purpose to build new homes for the animals.  

 

Winter wonderland:  

We will then convert our shed into a Winter Wonderland as the term goes on. This will link to Christmas and we will 

wrap different shape boxes for the Christmas presents. The children will be encouraged to talk about the shapes of 

the boxes and write lists of what might be coming into the workshop next.   

 

Key questions 

What’s happened to the animals? What might their new home look like? How might be build their new home? Why do 

we need blankets and torches? What would happen if…? Why have you used…?  

What would happen if…? Is it possible to…?  
 
Key vocabulary 

Nouns: Percy, animals, shed, tools, torches, blankets, night, day, autumn, woods, Christmas, orange, brown, white.  

Verbs: designing, creating, experimenting, building, sleeping, melting, shivering, visiting, reading.  

Adjectives: dark, light, cold, chilly, bitter, frosty, 

 

Beehive 2 

 

The wardrobe 

The sensory/role-play area is to become the wardrobe door with different experiences behind it as the story unfolds. 

We will experience different textures and e.g. fur, pine cones, bark, silk 

Smells using diffusers, temperatures e.g. ice cubes, fake snow, foam., different sources of light, torches, candles, 

filters 

Key questions 

What can you feel, smell, see, hear? How does it make you feel? What does it remind you of? 

 

Key vocabulary 

Nouns: White witch, human being, faun, children, Narnia, Wardrobe wood, forest, lamp cave son, daughter, winter, 

spring, king, queen.  

Verbs: melting, freezing, entering, exploring, roaring,  

Adjectives: magical, kind, wicked, sad, dishonest, honest, happy 

Beehive 2 

 

Leaf Man by Lois Elhert  

 

 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S Lewis 

Sensory Learning experiences 

The children will be provided with many 

opporutnities to engage in sensory 

experiences that will:  

 

-Be engaging and fulfil 

hypo/hypersensitivity needs.  

-Explore a variety of substances like 

gloop, ice, jelly, rice, shaving foam. Ice, 

snow 

-Explore objects that might melt, set, 

float, sink, dissolve or explode.  

-Provoke and encourage communication 

that will support the sharing of 

experiences.  
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English Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  

To repeat words or phrases from familiar stories.   

To join in with repeated refrains and anticipating key events.  

Sometimes give meaning to the marks as they draw and paint.  

Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced 

by their experiences of books.  

Describes main story settings, events principal characters. 

To use Talk4writing techniques to recite and remember parts of a 

story/text. 

To order events in a story and begin to make inferences about why a 

character might behave in the way they do. 

 

Key Skills: 

 Children will learn to:  

- Respond to texts by answering questions such as where is 

this? What is this? Who is this? What is he/she doing? 

Why do you think he she did? 

- Compose/ write simple sentences to describe a picture or 

event.  

- Remember a variety of key words linked to the story.  

- Talk about events in a story and link them to their own 

experiences.  

- Show interest in a story that is being read to them.  

- Make predictions about what will happen next.  

 

In addition children will be following daily focused learning 

programmes to develop basic reading and writing skills linked to 

individual targets. This includes daily Read Write Inc.  sessions with 

mainstream children.  
Outcome of learning:  

To sing songs and rhymes linked to numbers in order to show a 

response to counting and understand the order of numbers.  

To notice different shapes and patterns in the environment.  

To build different pictures using a mixture of different shapes that 

they’ll be able to name  

To categorise and be interested in shape in an independent learning 

situation.  

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Begin to categorise objects according to properties such as 

shape or size.  

- Select a particular named shape.  

- Begin to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and 

‘Flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe 

shapes.  

- Show an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes 

or making arrangements with objects. Extends or create a 

simple repeated pattern. 

- Show interest in shapes in the environment.  

- To be able to identify the properties of a corner (right 

angle) and identify them in the environment. 

In addition children will be following daily focused learning 

programmes to develop basic maths skills linked to individual targets. 
Outcome of learning: 

To develop social communication and interaction skills to enable 

children to ask for help, indicate needs and identify and describe 

emotions.  

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Identify action words 

- Understand who, what, where 

- Develop understanding of simple concepts e.g. old, new, 

before and after, young, old, now and next. Tomorrow and 

yesterday  

- Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion.  

- To use different types of everyday words (nouns, verbs 

and adjectives) 

- Begin to ask simple questions.  

- Begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts e.g. 

‘and, ‘because’ 

- Recall and relive past experiences. 

- how to greet someone appropriately focusing on their tone, 

language, proximity and facial expression 

- Use a wider range of vocabulary which are encouraged, 

modelled and supported by adults in all activities.  

- Use visual support cards effectively to make needs known 

in their Preferred way of communication  

 

ATTENTION AUTISM. 

  

In addition children will be working on specific speech and language 

targets set by the Speech and Language therapist both in class and 

on a one to one basis throughout the week.   

Understanding of the world /Science/Geog/DT 

 
Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional development  

 Outcome of learning: 

-Have an interest in the changes in environment that occur 

when the seasons change. This will link to our visit to 

Westonbirt and our story ‘Leaf Man’.  

- Understand that different people celebrate events 

differently like Christmas.  

-Communicate about significant events that are personal to 

them through drawing, painting and designing.  

- understand that changing temperatures and states are 

linked to different seasons and be aware that other parts 

of the world have different climates and that affect the 

way of life for their inhabitants.  

Outcome of learning:  

-To have experienced a variety of physical activities 

including sensory circuits, swimming (Y3-6), horse riding 

(Y3-6), to develop balance, coordination and sensory 

awareness. 

- To take part in Yoga to help regulate emotions and 

reduce anxieties. 

- To move and climb with increased confidence. 

- To change for PE with increasing independence. 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

Outcome of learning:  

-To take part in imaginative role-play with adult support 

where necessary.  

-design and build their own props for imaginative play 

that link to our stories.  

-Look at the different textures in our natural 

environment and describe how they look and feel.  

- After our visit to Westonbirt, create an image of their 

own textures through experimenting.  

- Be exploratory when creating a piece of art by using 

different tools, colours and textures.  

 

Outcome of learning: 

-Continue to develop our skills of initiating games and 

having a preference to our preferred game.  

- Adults will continue to model these skills to the children 

to support them with the purpose that they will be able to 

engage in the game with less adult support.   

- Take part and play game games alongside others such as 

Farmers in the Den, Duck, duck, goose or variations of tag 

will be played.  

-Begin to understand the concept of now, next, wait and 

turn taking. These skills will also be supported with visual 

prompts.  



 

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Notice prominent features of an environment.  

-Comment and ask questions about aspects of their 

familiar world such as the place where they live or the 

natural world. 

-Can talk/communicate about some of the things they have 

observed such as plants, animals, natural and found 

objects.  

-show care and concern for living things and the 

environment.  

-Has a sense of significant events such as Christmas and 

Bonfire Night.  

- remember and talk about significant events in their own 

experience.  

-Climb confidently and begin to pull themselves up on 

climbing equipment.  

-Jump off an object and land appropriately.  

-Be able to track and receive a ball.  

-Move freely and in different ways with pleasure and 

confidence such as walking, running, jumping and skipping.  

-Travel with confidence and skill around, under, over and 

through balancing and climbing equipment.  

 

 

 

 

 

Where appropriate children will be encouraged to join 

their mainstream classes for PE sessions.  

 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

-explore media and materials with appropriate adult 

support.  

-begin to move to music, listen to or join in rhymes and 

songs.  

-  Begin to be interested in and describe different 

textures. 

- Use available resources to create props to support role 

play.  

- Experiment to create different textures.  

- Explore what happens when they mix colours, when 

substances change state, when filters are applied to 

lights.  

- Recognise different feelings with visual support and 

learn how we can support each other.  

- To notice our own voice and begin to understand how our 

actions have an impact on others.  

- to begin to talk about how telling the truth and lies can 

make you and others feel. Link to the story The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe. What happens when the others 

realise that Edmund has been telling lies and KLucy the 

truth? 

Key Skills:  

Children will learn to:  

- Share, take turns, wait, anticipate, negotiate, 

choose, initiate, to be able to win and lose. by 

participating in a variety of adult and child led 

games and activities that encourage these skills  

- Understand a range of emotions and be able to show 

them using different facial expressions such as 

pleasure, fear and excitement.   

- That own voice and actions have impact on others.  

Home School Links Play  
Weekly Home Learning: Please keep reading to your child.  It’s really important that they experience the rich language 

of story books that they are not able to read themselves yet.  Please find 5 minutes a day to listen to your child read a 

few pages of their reading book, practise their key words and letter sounds, counting and number skills.  

 

Children in Beehive 1 (Miss Taylor’s class) will be given some activity ideas at the beginning of the term to share 

with their adults at home. They will link to the learning taking place in the classroom.  

 

Children in Beehive 2 (Mrs Penfold’s class) will now be bringing home learning books home on Fridays to be returned 

to school the following Wednesday.  

 

PE: Children will sensory circuits on Friday mornings so PE kit (T shirts, shorts and daps or trainers need to be kept in 

school) Swimming will continue on Tuesday afternoons for RB2.  Children in RB2 will also participate in riding lessons on 

Monday Afternoons will need to wear long trousers, wellies and waterproofs if wet. Please note that children in Beehive 

2 will now be participating in PE lessons with their mainstream classes so will need PE kit in school for that. Please 

could they all have PE kit in school on Monday morning ready for the week ahead? 

 

Please ensure that all uniform is named so that we can ensure everyone has the right jumper, PE kit etc.   

Please come and speak to us if you have any questions or concerns as our door is always open. Where possible, it is always 

much easier for us to find time to talk at the end of the day. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Declarative Communication:  

We will focus on Declarative communications this term in our play. This means communicating for the sake of ourselves 

so the children won’t gain anything from the person receiving their communication other than joint attention and them 

acting as a point of contact.  

 

The children will interact in a range of different play scenarios purposely set up. This will include parachute games, 

drama games and parallel play where adults will directly play with the same ‘toy’ alongside the children.   

 

Key Skills:  

The children will learn to:  

- Understand they have the ability to gain the attention of someone else.  

- Begin to feel that they can be listened to by other adults and children.  

- Understand ways to communicate politely.  

- Remembering key memories within the day and sharing with the rest of their friends and adults.  

 


