
                                                                                                                  Otters-Foundation Stage 2 

Term: 5 
Children in the Foundation Stage learn best and most effectively when they are given the opportunity to play and explore, be active and to create and think critically. At River Mead School we 
give children the freedom to follow their own lines of enquiry by planning a skills based curriculum. Themes may last a day, a week or even a half term depending on where the children take 
their learning. Adults in the foundation stage will focus on your child’s stage of development and what their next steps are in order to support them in meeting their full potential.  

Core texts/artefact/film Role-play Investigation Area Maths Challenge Area 

 
 
                        

  

Our role-play areas this term will include: 
Café Role-Play 
We are transforming our home corner into a café this 
term. We will make menu’s and signs and have 
various opportunities for writing; including taking 
food orders. We will also be learning simple addition 
so that we can find the amount needed to pay for our 
bill! 
Supermarket Role-play 
We are also creating a supermarket to help 
consolidate our learning in mathematics. We will be 
pricing all the items and paying with the correct 
amount of money.  
Gardening Area 
We will have soil, tools, seeds and many other items 
to explore 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are extremely lucky to have a new green house in 
our outdoor area. We are going to plant seeds and 
observe the changes as they grow. We will be 
thinking about what they need to grow and what we 
will need to do to look after them. 
 

 

We will be solving addition and subtraction number 
problems; counting on or back to find the answer. 
We will continue to learn about the properties of 
shape and how to describe them using mathematical 
language such as ‘face’ and ‘edge’.  
 
Key questions 
Can I order numbers to 20? 
Can I count on to find the answer? 
What is one more/less than…? 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Add, subtract, takeaway, equals, equation, 
altogether, more than, less than. 
 

English/ Phonics Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  
Writing 
In English we will be continuing to use and develop our Literacy skills to 
write for various purposes. We will offer ‘real life’ writing opportunities to 
encourage the children to feel excited about writing. We are going to 
write a Postcard to a ‘Pen-pal’ from a Primary School in Winchester and 
we are also going to create a class non-fiction book to share with another 
class at River Mead.  
Key Skills:  
- To think and say aloud what they want to write. 
-Write simple sentences which they can read themselves. 
-Begin to use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. 
 
Phonics 
Key Skills: 
-Know which letters represent set 1 and set 2 sounds. 
- To read and understand simple sentences.   
- Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read aloud 
accurately. 
-To demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what 
they have read. 

Outcome of learning: 
In Maths we are going to be introducing the children to money. 
We will be looking at the value of coins and developing our 
problem solving skills when finding the total cost of items from 
our shop. 
We are also going to be focusing on time, particularly learning 
about days of the week and ordering day and life events.  
 
Key Skills:  
- Recognise numerals 1-20  
- In practical activities and discussion use the vocabulary involved 
in adding and subtracting. 
- Begin to use everyday language related to money. 
-Order and sequence familiar events. 
- Measure short periods of time in simple ways. 

 

We will focus on expressing ourselves effectively, showing 
awareness of listeners’ needs. We will use past, present and 
future forms accurately when talking about events that have 
happened or are to happen in the future.  
 
 Key Skills: 
-To express ourselves clearly, using sentence starters such as I 
like … because, I think … because, I want to … because.  
- To respond to what they hear with relevant comments. 
-To ask questions about why things happen and give 
explanations e.g. who, what, why, how?  
 

 



Understanding of the world  Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional 
development  

 

Outcome of Learning: 
Children will plant and grow flower and vegetable 
seeds in our green house and planting area. They 
will learn to be responsible for caring for their 
environment.   
  
Key Skills:   
-Children will learn to describe similarities, 
differences and changes.   
- Talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary 
from one another.  
-Make observations of animals and plants and 
explain why some things occur, and talk about 
changes. 

Outcome of Learning: 
Children will experience a variety of physical 
activities including sensory circuits, ball skills and 
games to develop balance, coordination, sensory 
awareness and coordination.  
We will also be developing our cursive handwriting 
style as we learn to hold a pencil correctly and 
begin to form letters in our phonics sessions.  
  
Key Skills:  
- Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form 
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed 
- Show good control and co-ordination in large and 
small movements.  
- Move confidently in a range of ways, safely 
negotiating space. 
 

Outcome of learning: 
In our Music sessions we are going to be focussing 
on exploring the different sounds instruments can 
make. We are also going to learn and sing a range 
of different songs 
 
Key Skills:  
-Build a repertoire of songs 
-Sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them.  
 
 
 
 

Outcome of Learning:  
Our focus this term is ‘Making relationships’ 
Children will develop ways to Initiate 
conversations and take account of what others 
say. We will discuss what different steps we 
can use to resolve conflicts with others e.g. 
finding a compromise. 
 
Key Skills: 
-Play co-operatively, taking turns with others.  
-Take account of one another’s ideas about 
how to organise their activity.  
 -Show sensitivity to others’ needs and 
feelings. 
 
 

Playing and exploring- engagement Active learning-Motivation Creating and thinking critically  

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Pay attention to how children engage in activities -- the challenges 
faced, the effort, thought, learning and enjoyment. Talk more about 
the process than products.  
Talk about how they can get better at things through effort and 
practice, and what we all can learn when things go wrong. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Plan first-hand experiences and challenges appropriate to the 
development of the children. 
Ensure children have uninterrupted time to play and explore. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Encourage children to learn together and from each other.   
Help children to become aware of their own goals, make plans, and to 
review their own progress and successes.  Describe what they see 
them trying to do, and encourage children to talk about their own 
processes and successes. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Activities and learning will be built on the children’s next steps to 
appropriately challenge. 
Give the children a space which they can independently display the 
work they are proud of. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Use the language of thinking and learning:  think, know, 
remember, forget, idea, makes sense, plan, learn, find out, 
confused, figure out, trying to do 
Encourage children to describe problems they encounter, and to 
suggest ways to solve the problem. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Plan linked experiences that follow the ideas children are really 
thinking about.   
A space and resources to predict, investigate and learn about 
cause and effect. 
 

Home School Links 
We will be using the outdoors a great deal so it is ESSENTIAL your child has wellington boots in school and on warmer days sun hats and suncream. We do have some spare wellies but of course children prefer the 
fit of their own!  
 
We would like each child to have their PE kits in school each week. If you need to know what colour PE t-shirt to get please look on the notice board by the pegs.  
 
Weekly Home Learning: Please continue to practise letters sounds and keywords at home. 
 
Key Dates:   
For links to support children’s learning visit our school website: http://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/wilts/primary/kingspark  
Our door is always open so please don’t hesitate to speak to us if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

http://www.rivermead.wilts.sch.uk/wilts/primary/kingspark

