
                                                                                                                  Otters-Foundation Stage 2 

Term: 4 
Children in the Foundation Stage learn best and most effectively when they are given the opportunity to play and explore, be active and to create and think critically. At River Mead 
School we give children the freedom to follow their own lines of enquiry by planning a skills based curriculum. Themes may last a day, a week or even a half term depending on 
where the children take their learning. Adults in the foundation stage will focus on your child’s stage of development and what their next steps are in order to support them in 
meeting their full potential.  

Core texts/artefact/film Role-play Investigation Area Maths Challenge Area 

 

 

                        
  

Home Corner 
The children will have the opportunity to play in the 
home corner which is set up to replicate a home. We 
will add props to encourage the children to talk about 
healthy eating. 
 
Deconstructed Role-play 
We will also have a deconstructed role play area as 
part of our provision; this will include lots of open 
ended resources such as boxes, fabric and dressing up 
clothes. This will encourage the children to think 
creatively and collaboratively and encourage the 
children to share ideas and experiences. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The children will be encouraged to explore small worlds 
and relate them to their small own lives and 
experiences.  
We will welcome Stripes the snail out of hibernation 
and learn more about how to take care of him. 

We will be continuing to recognise and order numbers 
to 20 
We will solve basic number problems involving 
doubling and halving using a range of objects. 
 
Key questions- 
Can I order numbers to 20? 
Can I share objects equally with a friend?  
Can I estimate and then check by counting? 
Key Vocabulary- 
Add, subtract, takeaway, equals, equation, altogether, 
more than, less than. 
 

English/ Phonics Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  
In English we will be continuing to use and develop our Literacy skills to 
write for various purposes 

 Handwriting using cursive letter formation 

 Continuing to learn to write our names and use our letter 
sounds in our writing. 

We will continue to offer ‘real life’ writing opportunities to encourage the 
children to feel excited about writing, we are going to follow the 
children’s interests and write letters to the town council and innovate a 
learnt story. 
Key Skills:  
- To think and say aloud what I want to write. 
- Use some story language in my writing. 
-Write simple sentences which I can read myself. 
-Begin to use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. 
 
Phonics 
Key Skills: 
-Know which letters represents set 1 sounds  
- Learn to read new tricky words that have to be learnt by sight rather 
than sounded out e.g to, the, I  
- Read words and simple sentences containing sounds that they know 
 

Outcome of learning: 
We will be learning how to problem solve in maths through 
explore maths sessions and though number challenges. We will be 
learning how to double and halve numbers using objects to 
support us. We will also be learning how to accurately measure 
and compare the length of different objects and to order items by 
height.  
We will continue to learn about the properties of shape and how 
to describe them using mathematical language such as ‘face’ and 
‘edge’. 
 
Key Skills:  
- To recognise numerals 1-20  
- To begin to represent number using numerals or drawings. 
-Solve problems involving doubling and halving. 
-Use everyday language to describe size. 

- Beginning to use mathematical terms to describe shapes. 

-To Recognise, create and describe patterns. 

Outcome of learning:  
We are focusing on listening and attention this term and learning to 
listen and then respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation.  
We will learn to follow instructions with two parts through games.  
We will also continue to speak in full sentences and to use the 
speaking frames to scaffold their speech.  
 
Key Skills: 
-To express ourselves clearly, using sentence starters such as I like … 
because, I think … because, I want to … because.  
- To respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or 
actions 
 

 



Understanding of the world  Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional 
development  

 

Outcome of learning: 
We will all plant a bean and learn how best to look 
after it so it grows tall and strong. We will write a 
bean diary (Literacy link) and record how tall each 
one grows. (Maths Curriculum link) 
 
Key Skills:  
-Talk about the things we have observed. 
-Develop an understanding of growth, decay and 
change over time. 
-Make observations of plants and explain why some 
things occur. 
 
 
 

  

Outcome of Learning: 
Children will experience a variety of physical 
activities including sensory circuits and games to 
develop balance, coordination, sensory awareness 
and coordination.  
To continue to develop fine motor skills in order to 
accomplish pencil grip.  
We will focus on health and self-care and all learn 
how to safely use a range of tools.  
We will also focus on healthy eating and try a range 
of new food and recipes together.  
Key Skills:  
-Show understanding of how to transport and store 
equipment safely. 
-Know the importance for good health of physical 
exercise and a healthy diet.   

 

Outcome of learning: 
This term we will be focussing on using our 
imaginations in different contexts. We will create 
our own props to tell stories outside and in. We will 
use instruments and movement to act our own 
versions of the bear hunt story.   
 
Key Skills:  
-Create representations of people and objects. 
-Choose particular colours to use for a purpose. 
-Play co-operatively as part of a group to develop 
and act out a narrative.  
 
 
 

Outcome of Learning:  
This term we will focus on building our self-
confidence and self-awareness. We will be able to 
present our ideas to our wider school community. 
 
Key Skills: 
-Confident to speak in a familiar group and talk 
about their ideas. 
-To say when they do or do not need help.  
- To accept the needs of others and can take turns 
and share resources with very little adult support 

 

Playing and exploring- engagement Active learning-Motivation Creating and thinking critically  

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Follow the children’s interests to ensure that the environment is 
relevant and interesting.  
Encourage children to 'have a go' and try new things learning from 
trial and error. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Activities that are open ended to allow the children to be engaged for 
extended periods of time. 
Give the children the opportunity to take on a role when they play by 
providing a 'restaurant' built on their ideas and understanding. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Support the children’s independent learning to challenge and 
motivate. 
Provide rewards in the form of class 'treats' and recognise and 
celebrate accomplishment with choosing a 'Golden Writer', 'Maths 
Explorer' and 'Star of the Week'. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Activities and learning will be built on the children’s next steps to 
appropriately challenge. 
Give the children a space which they can independently display the 
work they are proud of. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Allow the children to solve problems and have time to form their own 
ideas. 
Give the opportunity to make predictions and test their ideas. 
Encourage the language of prediction and comparison in order to 
articulate their findings. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
A space and resources to predict, investigate and learn about cause 
and effect. 
Activities that will have links to the children’s own experiences.  

Home School Links 
We will be using the outdoors a great deal so it is ESSENTIAL your child has wellington boots in school. We do have some spares but of course children prefer the fit of their own wellies!  
 
We would like each child to have their PE kits in school each week. If you need to know what colour PE t-shirt to get please look on the notice board by the pegs.  
 
Weekly Home Learning: Please continue to practise letters sounds and keywords at home. 
 
Our door is always open so please don’t hesitate to speak to us if you have any questions or concerns.  
 

 


