
                                                                                                                  Otters-Foundation Stage 2 

Term: 2 
Children in the Foundation Stage learn best and most effectively when they are given the opportunity to play and explore, be active and to create and think critically. At River Mead 
School we give children the freedom to follow their own lines of enquiry by planning a skills based curriculum. Themes may last a day, a week or even a half term depending on 
where the children take their learning. Adults in the foundation stage will focus on your child’s stage of development and what their next steps are in order to support them in 
meeting their full potential.  
Inspiration/Theme:   
 

Curriculum Driver: PSED 
 

Outcome of learning: Children will be confident about starting school  
 

Core texts/artefact/film Provocation -Inspire, Immerse Role-play Investigation Table  Maths Challenge Area 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

    
 
 

 

  

Super Starter 
Autumn walk and visit to the local 
library. 
 
Trips/Visitors/Marvellous Middle 
Join us for a Christmas themed Play and 
Stay. 

 
 
Celebration/Fabulous Finish 
Songs around the Christmas tree 

 
 
 
 
 

Home Corner 
The children will have the opportunity to 
play in the home corner which is set up 
to replicate a home. We will be adding 
some celebration resources as we 
explore winter festivals across a range of 
cultures and beliefs. 
 
Deconstructed Role-play 
We will also have a deconstructed role 
play area as part of our provision; this 
will include lots of open ended resources 
such as boxes, fabric and dressing up 
clothes. This will encourage the children 
to think creatively and collaboratively 
and encourage the children to share 
ideas and experiences. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be exploring our natural world 
and noticing patterns and changes 
within our environment. Please feel free 
to bring in anything you notice in our 
environment for our nature table. 
 
 

Key questions- 
Can you count the objects? 
How many are there? 
What is one more than…? 
What is one less than…? 
 
Key Vocabulary- 
More  
Less 
One more 
One less 
Altogether  

English/ Phonics Maths Speech, Language and Communication  

Outcome of learning:  
In English we will be using and developing our Literacy skills to write 
for various purposes 

 Handwriting using cursive letter formation 

 Writing words about our families 

 Writing our names  

 Practising mark making using a variety of different resources 

We will continue to learn letter sounds and use the in our reading and 
writing. Please remember to check your child’s learning journey to see 
what sounds we learn each week and practise at home.  

Key Skills:  
-Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 
-Hears and says the initial sound in words. 
-Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet 

Outcome of learning: 
This term we will continue our focus on number and being able to 
accurately count and recognise numerals.  
We will also learn about and solve problems involving capacity 
through exploring in the water tray. To support learning about money 
we will introduce money to our Snack shop and children will have to 
‘buy’ their snack from the shop keeper.  
We will be developing a visual timetable for our Den base as part of 
our learning about time and the days of the week. 
Key Skills:  
-Counts objects by saying one number name for each item. 
-Finds one more or one less from a group of objects 
-To understand full, empty and half full 
-To predict and measure how many cups full will it take to fill a variety 
of containers 
- To order and discuss the order of events during the school day 
-To understand what money is, what it is for and the different forms 
of money 

Outcome of learning:  
To be able to speak in full sentences and to use the speaking frames 
to scaffold their speech. To listen and respond to ideas expressed by 
others in conversation or discussion. To share our memories and 
traditions surrounding Winter celebrations such as Bonfire night and 
Christmas. 
 
Key Skills: 
 
- Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate 
what might happen next. Recall and relive past experiences.  
-Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking ideas, feelings and 
events.  
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Understanding of the world  Physical development Expressive arts/design Personal, social and emotional 
development  

 

Outcome of learning: 
 
We will be learning about places around our school 
and within Melksham. We will learn to label 
features of our environment such as the river and 
important buildings in our town. We will learn to 
talk about changes that happen in the world around 
us by going on local walks and looking for signs of 
Autumn. Towards the end of term we will focus on 
Christmas and learn about how different families 
and cultures celebrate. 
 
Key Skills:  
 
- Recognises and describes special times or events 
for family or friends  
- Enjoys joining in with family customs and routine 
- Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns 
and change. 

Outcome of Learning: 
 
Children will experience a variety of physical 
activities including sensory circuits and games to 
develop balance, coordination, sensory awareness 
and coordination.  
To continue to develop fine motor skills in order to 
accomplish pencil grip through a range of activities 
such as screwing nuts and bolts, playing with dough 
and threading laces or beads. 
 
Key Skills:  
 
-Experiments with different ways of moving  
-Jumps off an objects and lands appropriately 
 
 
  

Outcome of learning: 
 
We will be focussing on construction and learning 
different ways to join materials. We will be 
designing and making a toy based on the children’s 
interests. 
 
We will be learning some traditional Christmas 
songs and rhymes to enjoy singing with our school 
friends and with our families. 
 

Key Skills:  
 
-Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
-Explores the different sounds of instruments. 
-Construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety 
of resources  
-Uses simple tools and techniques competently and 
appropriately  

Outcome of Learning:  
 
This term we are going to focus on our feelings and 
behaviour. We will learn ways to talk about and 
recognise our feelings to solve problems and 
negotiate with our friends.  
 
Key Skills: 
 
-To be confident to talk to others when playing and 
talk about their own home and community 
- Can describe self in positive terms and talk about 
their own abilities 

Playing and exploring- engagement Active learning-Motivation Creating and thinking critically  

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Follow the children’s interests to ensure that the environment is 
relevant and interesting.  
Encourage children to 'have a go' and try new things learning from 
trial and error. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Activities that are open ended to allow the children to be engaged for 
extended periods of time. 
Give the children the opportunity to take on a role when they play by 
providing a 'restaurant' built on their ideas and understanding. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Support the children’s independent learning to challenge and 
motivate. 
Provide rewards in the form of class 'treats' and recognise and 
celebrate accomplishment with choosing a 'Golden Writer', 'Maths 
Explorer' and 'Star of the Week'. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
Activities and learning will be built on the children’s next steps to 
appropriately challenge. 
Give the children a space which they can independently display the 
work they are proud of. 

Positive Relationships 
The adults will: 
Allow the children to solve problems and have time to form their own 
ideas. 
Give the opportunity to make predictions and test their ideas. 
Encourage the language of prediction and comparison in order to 
articulate their findings. 
 
Enabling Environment 
Adults will provide: 
A space and resources to predict, investigate and learn about cause 
and effect. 
Activities that will have links to the children’s own experiences e.g. 
Bonfire night and seasonal changes. 

Home School Links 
We will be using the outdoors a great deal so it is ESSENTIAL your child has wellington boots in school. We do have some spares but of course children prefer the fit of their own wellies!  
Weekly Home Learning: Children who practise letter sounds and reading at home show a huge growth in confidence and acquisition of language and writing skills, we would recommend short regular bursts of phonic 
learning and enjoyment in sharing stories. 
 
Key Dates:  Tuesday 28

th
 November 2017- Christmas Stay and Play 

                     Thursday 14
th

 December 2017- Singing round the Christmas Tree  
 

Our door is always open so please don’t hesitate to speak to us if you have any questions or concerns.  

 


