
 Curriculum booklet:  The Maya            

Term: Summer 1 2017 

Class/Year Group: Puffins, Year 4 

Inspiration/Theme:  
What happened to the Maya civilisation? 

Curriculum Driver: 
Understanding our World 

Outcome of learning:  
Explorer’s Diary 

Core texts/artefact/film Provocation -Inspire, Immerse Display outcomes Topic specific speaking frames 

The Snow Walker’s Son - 
Catherine Fisher 
 
 

Hook/Stunning Start 
News of an explorer finding an interesting discovery in Mexico. 
 
Trips/Visitors/Marvellous Middle 
Inter-school Pok-A-Tok championship to be held at the RiverMead 
Pok-A-Tok arena. 
 
Celebration/Fabulous Finish 
Pok-A-Tok championship. 

Printed hieroglyphics 
Explorer diaries 
Research projects  

Language of retelling. 
‘In the beginning…’ 
‘Subsequently…’ 
‘On the other side of the jungle…’ 
‘With hindsight…’ 
‘Lastly…’ 
‘In the end…’ 
 
 

Topic Table Role play area: Explorer’s Headquarters 
 

Maths Challenge table –  Key vocabulary to be explicitly 
taught 

Key questions 
Where is the Maya 
civilisation? 
 
 
Key images/artefacts 
Images of temples, ancient 
artefacts, remains of 
civilisations, maps, newspaper 
article about recent discovery 
of ancient artefacts in Mexico 
 
 
Key vocabulary 
Maya, explore, civilization, 
temple, artefact, ancient 
 
 

Key questions 
What have we learnt form the Maya Civilization? 
Why do you think their civilization broke down? 
If you could explore any country in the world, where would you go? 
Why? 
 
Key images/artefacts 
World maps 
Compasses 
 
Key vocabulary 
Location, continent, civilization,  
 
Opportunities for active learning  
Make own compasses 
Log book, recording journeys and transportation 
 
 
 

Key questions 
How much change would you 
have if… 
Would you rather have… 
How much would…. cost 
altogether? 
 
Key images/artefacts 
Prices of Maya chocolate 
Prices of Maya gold/ artefacts 
 
 
Key vocabulary 
Decimals 
Money 
 

 Maya, explore, civilization, 
temple, artefact, ancient, pok-a-
tok, chronology, B.C., A.D., 
hieroglyphics, settlements, 
continent, diary, transportation, 
exploration, archaeolgy 



English Maths Science PE 

Outcome of learning:  

 An explorer’s diary, as they discover Maya ruins. 
Key Skills: 

 Evaluate the features of diaries. 

 Identify how adverbs enhance the impact of our 
writing. 

 Identify how conjunctions can be used to vary 
sentences. 

 Identify how varying the length of sentences can 
make our writing more effective. 

 Demonstrate ideas about characters and 
situations. 

 Sequence our ideas. 

 Organise our ideas into paragraphs around 
themes. 

 Proof-read my writing for grammar and 
punctuation errors. 

 Evaluate our writing. 

Outcome of learning:  

 Understand and solve a variety of problems 
involving decimals and money. 

 Understand and use language of 
measurement 

 Solve problems involving measurement 
Key Skills: 

 Write fractions as decimals 

 Divide whole numbers by 10 

 Divide whole numbers 100 

 Writing and comparing amounts of money 

 Rounding amounts of money 

 Estimating amounts of money 

 Measuring mass, volume, height and length 

 Converting units of mass, volume and length 

 Measuring perimeter in different units 

 Reading scales 
Cross Curricular Maths 

 In PE measure distance of the different courts 
and pitches needed to play 

 In science work out the volume of the human 
stomach as part of the digestive system 

 In history consider the price of different Maya 
chocolate./gold/artefacts 

Outcome of learning:  

 Understand how the human 
digestive system functions 

Key Skills: 

 Describe simple functions of the 
human digestive system 

 Identify the different types of 
human teeth and their simple 
functions 

 Work scientifically by comparing 
teeth of carnivores and 
herbivores 

Outcome of learning: 

 Improved hand/eye 
coordination and work as a 
team through different bat 
and ball games.  

Key Skills: 

 Combine catching with 
running/jumping/bending 

 Combine coordination 
movements with control 

 Compete against others with 
no contact 

 Smile when I don’t win 

Geography PSHE MFL 

Outcome of learning: 

 Identify where the Maya 
civilization originated 

Key Skills: 

 Use maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries  

 Name and locate North and South 
America 

Outcome of 
learning: 
Understand the 
implications of 
drug use 
 
Key Skills: 
Recognise that I 
can think before I 
act 
 

Outcome of 
learning: 
Write an 
invitation in 
French. 
 
Key Skills: 
Learn key words 
for hello, I would 
like and dates.  

Art DT RE Computing Music  History 

Outcome of learning: 

 Develop a print 
with two colour 
overlays 

Key Skills: 

 Extend 
understanding of 
pattern 

 Design and create 
a relief tile 

Outcome of learning: 

 Create a working 
human digestive 
system model 

Key Skills: 

 Develop ideas 
through annotated 
sketches 

 Select from a 
range of materials 

Outcome of learning: 

 Identify and 
understand the 
differences 
between Maya 
beliefs and other 
religions 

Key Skills: 

 Discuss how 
religious belief 
impacts lives. 

Outcome of learning: 

 Invite other 
TMAT schools to 
a Pok-a-Tok 
tournament 

Key Skills: 

 Communicate 
with others 
using digital 
technology 

Outcome of learning: 

 Compose a piece of music the 
Maya could have played 

Key Skills: 

 Maintain simple music parts on a 
percussion instrument 

 Awareness of how sounds 
combine to layer and develop 
texture 

Outcome of learning: 

 Debate about why the Maya 
civilization disappeared 

Key Skills: 

 Pose and answer our own 
historical questions 

 Appreciate how items found 
belonging to the past are 
helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how 
people lived in the past.  

 


